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Why are we objecting?
We support the principle of solar 
farms, but this one is the wrong size, 
wrong type, wrong place and wrong 
company. We are also concerned that 
although the installation is claimed to be 
‘temporary’, there do not appear to be 
guaranteed funds for decommissioning—
so we could be stuck with derelict 
equipment blighting our good quality 
agricultural land and pathways for 
generations to come.

What is wrong with the size?
The forest of proposed solar panels, 
together with 3-m high shipping 
containers and battery units, would cover 
the equivalent of 140 football pitches, 
dominating the landscape between 
Bramley and Silchester, changing the land 
from rural to industrial. Taking up 210 
acres (that’s twice the size of Silchester 
village), it would close the inter-village gap 
and steal open land away from wildlife 
including Roe Deer and Red Kites. In sum, 
this will as “cause a loss of sense of place” 
as Cllr Mahaffey said at January’s Bramley 
Parish Council meeting.

What is wrong with the type?
Enso claim their proposed development 
needs to be connected to a large 
substation like Bramley Frith—and 
therefore big. However, this is simply not 
the case. The vast majority (85%) of solar 
developments within Hampshire are of 
lower capacity and are therefore suitable 
for smaller brownfield sites. Furthermore, 
the proposed battery storage (in 20 
shipping containers), does not need to 
be located at this unattended greenfield 
site but would be safer at existing 
power station sites or other industrial 
complexes, with 24-hour cover in case of 
environmental pollution/spills.

What is wrong with the location?
Instead of asking what is needed, and 
finding suitable brownfield sites, Enso 
want to hoist the wrong type of solar 
development on us: covering good 
quality agricultural land; making our rich 
archaeological heritage inaccessible; 
and replacing footpaths with tunnels of 
fencing more reminiscent of a prison than 
open countryside. 
Importantly, the road network simply 
does not support this location. The large 
number of 16.5-m articulated lorries that 
would need to visit the site during and 

after construction would endanger the 
lives of both children and adults walking to 
the doctor’s surgery. Minchens Lane is a 
very narrow road unable to take two-way 
traffic in some parts so these lorries risk 
potholes and increasing congestion too. 

Why is it the wrong company?
We have found a paper trail of 32 
start-up companies related to Enso 
Energy’s beneficiaries, most of which 
only registered in 2020. Enso have yet 
to complete a solar farm, so far only 
obtaining planning permission for one, so 
why should we trust their ability to build 
and run a development of this scale? 
In ‘compensation’ for trying to hoist the 
wrong type of solar development on us, 
Enso are ‘throwing community benefits 
like sweets’ to paraphrase Cllr Baldock, 
Chairman at Silchester Parish Council. 
Together with spelling mistakes in their 
documentation (Bramley Firth not Frith), 
it is clear this is not about our community 
nor about renewable energy; it is about 
making money for venture capitalists.

Never swap this... ... for this



Get your objection in now 
Use the enclosed template letter and post to Basingstoke and Deane or 
place in the special box in the Bramley Village Hall Foyer or in Silchester at 
the Calleva Arms.

Or go to bramleysolarfarmresidentsgroup.co.uk
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