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Katherine Fitzherbert-Green

Subject: FW: 20/03403/FUL - Land at Minchens Lane, Bramley - Solar Farm

From: Frank Wright <Frank.Wright@basingstoke.gov.uk>  
Sent: 23 March 2021 20:44 
To: Katherine Fitzherbert-Green <katherine.fitzherbert-green@basingstoke.gov.uk> 
Subject: RE: 20/03403/FUL - Land at Minchens Lane, Bramley - Solar Farm 
 
Hi Katherine 
 
Having assessed the layout of the solar farm and associated infrastructure against aerial imagery, the proposal 
appears to follow the existing field pattern, retaining hedgerow trees and providing a buffer from woodlands. As 
such, there is no objection to proposed layout of solar panels. However, trees will need to be safeguarded from 
development by providing adequate buffers and means for physical protection from machinery and equipment 
being carried through the site. 
 
I am concerned that some of the services appear to conflict with existing trees. I would like clarification at this stage 
whether the routes are indicative only. In the absence of a tree survey to demonstrate otherwise, it should be 
assumed that all the trees are of high value and must be retained and protected from potentially damaging 
excavations within their root protection areas. 
 
The access arrangement and internal road networks also present some concerns and I would require further 
information from a tree survey before being able to support this planning application. I note that there is a tree 
approximately 45m to the north on Minchens Lane, with a second tree located 60m to the south. The required 
visibility splays are 63m and 43m respectively, so these trees may need to be removed. As the access continues into 
the site to the west, there are important field oak trees which will also need to be retained and safeguarded from 
any road improvements. There are similar concerns with the Olivers Road crossing. At the present time, I do not feel 
there is sufficient information to demonstrate that this is achievable.  
 
The proposed landscape and ecology enhancements are welcomed and I understand that our Biodiversity Officer 
has already suggested a management plan condition. In accordance with the council’s Landscape, Biodiversity and 
Trees SPD, all major applications are required to demonstrate any net change in canopy cover. This would appear to 
be positive, but they will need to confirm this.  
 
In summary, given the lack of tree survey and potential conflicts with existing trees, I do not consider there is 
sufficient information at the moment to be able to support this application. Notwithstanding this, in the event that 
consent is granted, please can you apply the management plan condition suggested by Chris Slack, along with the 
conditions below? 
 

1. Tree Survey and Protection Plan 
No development including site clearance, demolition, ground preparation, temporary access construction/widening, 
material storage or construction works shall commence on site until a Tree Survey and Tree Protection Plan, both 
prepared in accordance with BS5837:2012 “Trees in relation to design, demolition and construction" have been 
submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority.  The plan shall include the specification and 
positioning of temporary tree protective fencing and ground protection where required. The approved tree protection 
shall be erected prior to any site activity commencing and maintained until the area is to be landscaped.  No 
development or other operations shall take place other than in complete accordance with the Tree Protection Plan. 
 
REASON: To ensure that reasonable measures are taken to safeguard trees in the interests of local amenity and the 
enhancement of the development itself in accordance with the National Planning Policy Framework (March 2012) and 
policy EM1 of the adopted Basingstoke and Deane Borough Local Plan 2011- 2029. 
 

2. Arboricultural Method Statement (Short) 
No development including ground preparation shall commence until an Arboricultural Method Statement, prepared in 
accordance with the BS5837 “Trees in Relation to Design, Demolition and Construction” has been submitted to and 
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approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. The statement shall outline how the tree(s) will be protected 
during the development and shall include a tree protection plan along with specifications for all operations within the 
root protection area of retained trees. No development or other operations shall take place other than in complete 
accordance with the approved method statement. 
 
REASON: To ensure that reasonable measures are taken to safeguard trees in the interests of local amenity and the 
enhancement of the development itself, in accordance with the National Planning Policy Framework (July 2018) and 
policy EM1 of the adopted Basingstoke and Deane Borough Local Plan 2011- 2029. 
 

3. Services 
No development including site clearance, demolition, ground preparation, temporary access construction/widening, 
material storage or construction works shall commence on site until a plan showing the location of all existing and 
proposed utility services has been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. This shall 
include gas, electricity, communications, water and drainage. No development or other operations shall take place 
other than in complete accordance with the utility services plan. 
 
REASON: To ensure that reasonable measures are taken to safeguard trees in the interests of local amenity and the 
enhancement of the development itself, in accordance with the National Planning Policy Framework (July 2018) and 
policy EM1 of the adopted Basingstoke and Deane Borough Local Plan 2011- 2029. 
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