
Comments for Planning Application 21/00349/FUL

 

Application Summary

Application Number: 21/00349/FUL

Address: Land At OS Ref 464762 159811 Minchens Lane Bramley Hampshire

Proposal: Installation of a battery storage facility with associated works

Case Officer: Phillip Richards

 

Customer Details

Name: Mr Alan Munday

Address: 5 Pheabens Field, Bramley, Tadley, Hampshire RG26 5BX

 

Comment Details

Commenter Type: Letter of Representation

Stance: Customer objects to the Planning Application

Comment Reasons:

Comment:I object to the proposed battery storage facility, for the reasons outlined below.

 

This is very productive land and has been used to grow wheat, barley, rape seed, beans, peas,

iceberg lettuce, potatoes, poppies and flax in the last 40 years. This site has been re-drained in

the last 5 years making it more productive. An irrigation lagoon was constructed nearby about

twenty years ago to allow a greater variety of crops to be grown.

 

No mention is made in the application of the large herd of deer which roams the site. There are

also nesting sites of red kites and buzzards that regularly forage the area. The battery farm will no

doubt be lit or at least have security lighting. This will have an impact on the wildlife, including the

bats that are in the vicinity. This would be against Local Plan policy EM4, and Bramley NP policy

RE3.

 

As the MOD limits access to the countryside to the south of the village and Parish, this site is very

popular as a recreational area for residents, not just during the pandemic but for many years. The

Brenda Parker Way adjoins two sides of the site. The screening hedge is in fact a series of trees

which gives little screening from the access road/footpath. Even this limited screening is not

present for about 20 metres at the western end of the access road. This is against Local Plan

policy EM1 and Bramley Neighbourhood Plan (NP) policy D1.

 

The access for large articulated vehicles exiting the Street onto Minchens lane is very tight and

liable to cause traffic hazards. The lorries then pass 8 separate access points including the

surgery, access to a nursery and Clift Meadow recreation ground before navigating the traffic

calming chicane and then attempting a very tight turn in to the site. 30 workers expected during

construction yet only 7 parking spaces are planned. Will there be space for articulated vehicles to



turn around on site? Bramley NP policy T2 states that "Development proposals will not be

supported if it is demonstrated that there will be a severe adverse impact on road safety at the

known traffic hazards that cannot be satisfactorily mitigated." In view of the concerns above the

Construction Traffic Management Plan does not appear to be sustainable.

 

With the closeness to the substation the batteries could be sited within the Frith where significant

areas of ancient woodland have already been cleared, mainly under the High-Tension lines.

 

Bearing in mind the transformers are nearly 6 metres high without a concrete platform this

installation will be visible from the Conservation Area and several of the important views/vistas in

the NP, contrary to NP policies D1 and D2.

 

This proposal is unsuitable in the location, and should also be considered alongside the Solar

Farm proposal as the combined developments would change the landscape and surroundings for

many years to come, and it for all these reasons that this application should be rejected.

 

Regards,

Alan Munday


